
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fact sheet has information on impounding  
and confiscation, what the court considers when 

deciding whether to confiscate a vehicle and how 

you can get your vehicle back after it has been 

impounded.   
 
 

What is impounding? 

Impounding is when the police take away your vehicle and 

store it for a certain amount of time. This may happen when 

police charge you with certain traffic offences or it may be 

ordered by the court when you are convicted.  

 

What is confiscation? 

Confiscation is when your vehicle is permanently taken away 

from you. This may happen after you are convicted of certain 

traffic offences and can only be ordered by a court. 

 

When can your vehicle be impounded or confiscated? 

Your vehicle can be impounded or confiscated for a range of offences. 

For offences relating to your driver’s licence (such as driving under suspension) the police may impound your vehicle 

for 28 days.  

If you have been convicted of two other relevant offences within 5 years of the current offence, the court can 
confiscate your vehicle but may decide to impound it for a maximum of 6 months instead. 

For offences relating to the way you drive (such as reckless driving) the police must impound your vehicle for 28 days 

for a first offence, and for 3 months for any subsequent offence.  

The court can confiscate your vehicle for these offences in certain circumstances, but not if it was stolen, lent or hired. 

If your vehicle was lent, the court may impound it for a maximum of 6 months instead. 

For some road rage offences, the court can confiscate your vehicle or impound it for a maximum of 6 months. 

Impounding or confiscation is in addition to any penalty you receive for an offence.  
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store it for a certain amount of 
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your vehicle is permanently 
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What does the court consider when deciding 

whether to confiscate a vehicle? 

When deciding whether to confiscate a vehicle, the court may consider: 

  »   whether the person who owns the vehicle knew it was being used 

to commit an offence and allowed this to happen, 

  »   whether confiscation will cause severe financial or physical  

hardship to the person who owns the vehicle or the usual driver, 

and 

  »   any other relevant matter.  

You can appeal a decision to confiscate a vehicle. 

 

The court can consider 
any relevant matter 
when deciding 
whether to confiscate 
a vehicle. 

 

 

How do you get your vehicle back after it has been impounded? 

To get your vehicle back after it has been impounded, you will need to complete a Vehicle Release Form and send it to the 

Vehicle Impound Unit. You can find this form on the WA Police website. 

Your vehicle will not be released until your show 100 points of identification and pay all the impounding costs, including 
towing and storage costs. If you are not convicted of the impounding offence, these costs will be refunded. 

You should arrange to collect your vehicle within 7 days of the end of the impounding period, otherwise the police may 
dispose of it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where can you get more information? 

You can find more information on impounding and confiscation on the Legal Aid WA website. You can also             
telephone our Infoline for information on 1300 6500 579. 
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Can you get your vehicle out of impound early? 

Sometimes it is possible to get your vehicle back before the impounding period has ended.  

For example, if you can show that your vehicle was stolen, or you will suffer exceptional hardship if it is not 

returned, or the charge gave rise to the impounding has been dismissed. 

 

 


