
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This fact sheet has information about Family 

Court parenting orders and why it is important 

that you obey them.  

 

What are parenting orders?  

Parenting orders are orders made by the Family Court  

that deal with things like: 

     »    who the children will live with, 

     »    who the children will spend time with, 

     »    how the children will communicate with their     

           parents, and 

     »    how decisions about the children will be made.  

A parenting order can also stop parents from doing 

certain things, like drinking alcohol while the children are 

around.  

Parenting orders can be made by consent if both parents 

agree, or by a decision of the Family Court if parents 

cannot agree. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

The importance of obeying              

Family Court parenting orders 

 
 

“Parenting orders can be made by consent 
if both parents agree, or by a decision of 
the Family Court if parents cannot agree.” 

How can you get more information? 

Legal Aid WA can provide legal advice on parenting orders 

and how you might be able to change existing orders if you 
are having difficulty obeying them.  

To make an appointment, call the Legal Aid WA Infoline on 
1300 650 579. 

 

You can also find practical information, videos and 

factsheets about parenting orders on the Legal Aid WA 
website www.legalaid.wa.gov.au. 
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What could happen if you do not obey 

your parenting orders? 

If you are found guilty of breaching your parenting orders 
without a reasonable excuse, the Family Court can do a 

number of things including: 

»   order you to attend a parenting course, 

»   order the children spend ‘make-up’ time with 
the other parent, 

»   order you to pay a fine,  

»   impose a community service order, or  

»   in very serious cases, send you to prison.  

 
 

Do you need to obey parenting orders? 

It is very important that you obey your parenting orders. 
This is the case whether they are made by consent, or by 

a decision of the Family Court. 

The Family Court expects you to take all reasonable 

steps to follow every parenting order in place. 

For example, if a parenting order says that the children 

will ‘live with the mother and spend every second 

weekend with the father’, the mother must take 

reasonable steps to ensure the children spend time with 

their father. 

This includes positively encouraging the children to 

spend time with their father.   
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