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CLAIMS FOR PART DAY TRIALS 
 

 In accordance with the Legal Aid Commission (Costs) Rules 1990, a court day is based on a 5 hour 
day.  Where court time is more or less than 5 hours, payment is made on a pro rata basis. 

 LAWA recognises that practitioners are required to undertake work before and after the actual court 
attendance and this is factored into the daily allowance for Supreme Court and District Court trials.   

 Based on $140/hour the Supreme Court trial daily rate allows up to 10 hours work. 

 Based on $140/hour the District Court trial daily rate allows up to 8 hours work. 
 
Where court time exceeds 5 hours, you are entitled to $140 for each additional hour over and above the daily rate.  
For example, if a Supreme Court trial went for 6 hours, claim $1,400 (daily rate) plus the additional hour at $140. 
In this instance you would be entitled to $1,540 (plus GST). 
 
CLAIMING FOR A TRIAL THAT HAS COMMENCED 
 
To simplify the claim process please use the following calculation where court time is 5 hours or less: 

 Divide the daily rate by 5 and multiply this by the actual number of hours in court. 
 
For example: 
 

Supreme Court  District Court  

3 hours in court 3 hours in court 

$1400 ÷ by 5 = 280 $1120÷ by 5 = 224 

280 X 3 (hours in court) 
CLAIM = $840 

224 X 3 (hours in court) 
CLAIM = $672 

 
The following tables provides easy reference to determine your claim based on the number of hours in court 
 
Supreme Court - Daily Rate $1,400  
   

HOURS IN 
COURT*  

CALCULATION CLAIM 

 1 1 hour x 280 $280 

2 2 hours x 280 $560 

3 3 hours x 280 $840 

4 4 hours x 280 $1120 

5 5 hours x 280 $1400 

 

District Court – Daily Rate $1,120 
 

HOURS IN 
COURT*  

CALCULATION CLAIM 

1 1 hour x 224 $224 

2 2 hours x 224 $448 

3 3 hours x 224 $672 

4 4 hours x 224 $896 

5 5 hours x 224 $1120 

*Hours in court is when court has actually commenced. 
 
The above calculation method is designed to cover the majority of trials, however if this is not appropriate for your 
matter please contact the Assessor for assistance.  Please note Legal Aid WA will not approve payment above 
the daily allowance without an approved extension. 
 
Jury waiting time is paid @ $84/hour or part thereof, for every hour you are required to remain in or near the 
court.  Where you are able to return to your office and are working on other matters this should not be claimed. 
 
 
CLAIMS WHEN A TRIAL DOES NOT COMMENCE  
Where, prior to the commencement of the trial: 
 

 The trial is discontinued - claim 1 hour for the court attendance ($140).  If more than 1 hour was required 
this must be fully explained in your claim.   
 
 



 CRIMINAL LAW - TRIAL CLAIMS 
Effective 1 July 2017 

 

 

Last reviewed: 03/08/2017    #1125208 
Last modified: 03/08/2017 

 Charges are negotiated or client changes plea to guilty AND plea in mitigation presented – claim 
the allowance for the presentation of a plea in mitigation - $490 (Supreme Court), $420 (District Court and 
Children’s Court before President)  

 Charges are negotiated or client changes plea to guilty, but plea in mitigation NOT presented - 
claim $115 (adjournment rate in the Supreme Court or District Court).  You are then entitled to claim the 
presentation of the plea in mitigation once that has been completed   

 
MAGISTRATES AND CHILDREN’S COURT TRIALS 
 
The allowance made for a trial in the Magistrates Court or Children’s Court includes an address in mitigation if 
client is convicted.  If sentencing is adjourned to another date, you may claim for this attendance at the rate of 
$105. 
 
 
TRIALS IN REGIONAL COURTS 
 
Please apply the above calculations to determine your claim for actual court time. 
 
Waiting for the trial to commence: 
 
Regional District Court trials are subject to a priority listing and in many cases trials do not commence on the 
listed day.  It is acknowledged that practitioners who travel to a regional or remote location (i.e. their office is not 
located in that region), are required to remain in that location until they can commence return travel to their office 
or place of residence.   
 
A maximum of 5 hours may be claimed for court attendance and/or court waiting time in any one day. As grants 
of aid must be managed in the most effective and economical manner, where claims for 5 hours or more of waiting 
time are submitted, your claim must include detailed reasons why it was not possible to undertake other work. It 
is reasonably expected that practitioners should be prepared to undertake other work electronically on lap tops, 
iPads etc, whilst waiting for the matter to commence. However if this is not possible a request to cover the full day 
court waiting time will be considered.  Court waiting time is paid at the rate of $84/hour. 
 
Where a trial is finalised in the normal court sitting hours and a claim for a full day is submitted and paid, further 
waiting time to commence travel back to the office or place of residence will not ordinarily be approved. Once a 
practitioner is aware that a matter is not progressing and is able to commence return to their office or residence, 
waiting time will not be payable.  

 
REPORTING TO LAWA 
 
The information you provide in your tax invoice should provide sufficient details to substantiate your claim.  Please 
refer to part 5 “Reporting and Record Keeping” in the Private Practitioner Manual for further information. 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
The “Criminal Law Clause Guide” and rates for “Criminal Law Court Attendances” are available on the Grants 
Online website or the LAWA website at:  Practitioner Payments   
  
If you have any questions or need assistance with calculating your invoice please contact: 
 
Assessing: Email ClientServicesAssessingTeamLeaders@legalaid.wa.gov.au or telephone 9261 6530 OR 

Panel: Email compliance@legalaid.wa.gov.au or telephone 9261 6309 or 9261 6262. 

http://www.legalaid.wa.gov.au/InformationForLawyers/PractitionerPayments/Pages/Default.aspx
mailto:ClientServicesAssessingTeamLeaders@legalaid.wa.gov.au
mailto:compliance@legalaid.wa.gov.au

